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Planting Basics

Thoroughly water pots or trays before moving them to 
the planting site.

Size your planting holes roughly two to 
three times the size of the root mass. 
Overly rich soil or heavy fertilization is 
not necessary to achieve good results. 
Soil amendments such as compost or peat 
are not needed if your chosen plants are a 
good match for the soil type, but may be 
used if desired to encourage more rapid 
establishment. Combine amendments 
into each hole or apply in advance over the 
entire surface of the site. If adding organic 
material, only use moderate amounts and mix 
thoroughly with existing soil. Do not create a 
pocket of soil around the roots that is markedly 
different from the surrounding original soil.

After the planting holes are prepared, remove plants 
from the pre-moistened container. Before pulling 
on top growth, FIRMLY squeeze the pot sides and 
push up through the bottom holes. Do not pull 
on the top growth. Once the root mass is loose, 
continue to squeeze sides and gently wiggle the plant to 
release the root ball intact.

Hold the plant so that the top of the soil around the 
plant is at the same level as the surrounding 
soil. Firm in place, forming a slight dish to 
hold water. Watering gently but deeply will 
settle the soil around the roots and allow 
new, deeper, root formation.

We suggest marking the location of any new 
plant with a sturdy tag that will stay in place 
through the establishment phase. This will 
help to ensure that the plant receives the early 
care that it might require. It can also ensure that 
a desirable plant is not mistaken for a weed. 

WEED MANAGEMENT: A native naturalized garden 
can become low-maintenance with time but for the first 
couple of years, fast-growing weeds can overwhelm any 
planting. Hand-weeding will be required a few times a 
year for the first two seasons. 

MULCH: There are a number of products available to 
use as mulch. Most are made of wood or shredded bark. 
Availability, cost and aesthetics can affect your choice. 
Weed-free composts can also function as mulch. About 
two to four inches of such material will help to keep 
weeds from germinating as profusely. Leave a small, 
mulch-free area where stems and leaves emerge from the 

ground. Weeds will still occur but the mulch will 
make it easier to pull them out. Mulch also will 

maintain moisture and buffer rapid temperature 
changes in the soil. If your goal is for the native plants 
to fill in by re-seeding and vegetative spreading, you 

may not need to re-apply mulch on an annual 
basis.

Some gardeners use paper underneath the mulch to 
reinforce the weed barrier. Put down several layers of 

newspaper in strips that fit between the plants and then 
top-dress with mulch or compost. 

WATERING: Initial watering when planting is very 
important. Water deeply to allow the formation of deep 
drought- and frost-resistant roots. Make sure the plants 
do not go through significant drought for the first three 
to six weeks. Plants will be most vulnerable during their 
first growing season, when they are working on growing 
and expanding hardy root systems. Once established, 
most native plants should be able to withstand extreme 
weather conditions. 

Planting Layout Suggestions for 
Garden Kits and Mix & Match Trays

Our trays of 38 plants in the “ Garden Kits” or “Mix & 
Match” will start a garden of approximately 75 square 
feet. For a smaller planting such as this (or even up 
to a couple hundred square feet), here are some basic 
design concepts to consider:

DISPERSED: By trying to evenly disperse each plant 
species across the site you will maximize the visual 
interplay between plants and allow some room for 
mature growth or inter-planting with individual 
species.

GROUPS AND DRIFTS: If you desire a more immediate, 
intentional style to your planting, try grouping each 
species in its own sector, perhaps elongating each 
group to form loose lines. Our “Garden Kits” can be 
augmented with a “Mix & Match” tray to create larger 
groupings of your favorite species. 

Considerations 
Knowing your site’s sun exposure and soil moisture-
holding capacity, as well as the sun and soil preference 
of the plants, will help you place them to their best 
growing advantage. 

• Be aware of the eventual height of each plant. A 
common planting convention is to plant the taller 
species in the back or center, depending on viewing 
orientation.

• Place species indicated for wetter soil in the portion 
of the planting where the soil may be the wettest. In 
a rain garden this would be the lowest part of the 
depression.

• Bloom time can influence plant placement. Consider 
whether you want certain plants with similar bloom 
times adjacent to each other or a distance apart in 
your garden.

(866) 417-8156  |  www.prairiemoon.com



  



  



 

  



INCLUDED IN YOUR SEED MIX
A typical Prairie Moon seed mix 
comes with five separate pack-
ages. The planting instructions in 
this pamphlet explain what to do 
with these:

 • Large seed: grasses
 • Large seed: legumes 
  (species of the pea family)
 • Large seed: cover crop
 • Large seed: forbs (wildflowers)
 • Small seed: forbs (wildflowers)

Some mixes lack one or more of these pack-
ages. Some include an additional package of 
seed that must be refrigerated until planting 

time. This will be indicated with a pink sticker. 

SHORT-TERM STORAGE 
OF SEED 

(up to 4-6 months) Store your seed in a 
cool (below 70° F), dry place. Protect 
from rodents. If using a refrigera-
tor place the seeds in an airtight 
container to keep moisture out. 

EROSION-PRONE SITES
Nurse/cover crops are some-
times established prior to a na-
tive seeding, or combined with 
a native seed mix. This provides 
quick growth because native 
perennials develop very slowly 
from seed. However, this is usu-
ally only beneficial on very steep 
and/or long slopes, or sites that 
are otherwise prone to erosion. 
Cover crops when not needed 
simply add more competition to 
native plants. 

The amount of cover crop seed 
in your Prairie Moon mix is very 
modest. If your projects will de-
pend on a cover crop to reduce 
erosion you should purchase ad-
ditional cover crop seed.

SITE PREPARATION
Before planting, all existing 
vegetation should be elim-
inated and the weed seed 
bank reduced. Any of the 
following methods may be 
used to prepare a planting 
site:

Completing proper site 
preparation may greatly de-
crease weed competition. 
This important process will 
give your slow-establishing 
native plants a needed ad-
vantage. It is much easier to 
put the time and effort into 
proper site preparation than 
to deal with overwhelming 
weed competition later.

REPEATED HERBICIDE TREATMENTS 
Many practitioners report success 

(read label carefully).

MOWING AND/OR BURNING 
Depending on the existing vegetation, 

this can sometimes be sufficient.

FREQUENT, SHALLOW 
SOIL CULTIVATION 

This may take several seasons 
to be effective.

 SMOTHERING 
This may require two full 

growing seasons.

 SOLARIZATION 
Best achieved over one full 

growing season.

 SOD REMOVAL 
The results depend on the seed bank. 
There may be unwanted weed seed 

beneath the sod. 



PLANTING YOUR SEED MIX
A single person should plan for approx-
imately one hour to broadcast seed over 
one eighth acre. There are two times of year 
during which you may plant your seed mix:

 • DORMANT SEASON  (October - March)
 • SPRING (April - June)
 
We suggest a dormant season planting. 
You should not plant from early summer 
through mid-fall.

DORMANT SEASON PLANTING 
(7 steps)  Late October - March

We recommend seeding during this time of 
year because it offers the following advan-
tages over spring seeding: 

• Cold-moist stratification occurs before the 
first growing season; resulting in a more  suc-
cessful establishment of forbs (wildflowers) 
and sedges, which are often overwhelmed by 
the grasses

• Good seed-soil contact without disturbing 
the soil

• Higher soil moisture at the time of germina-
tion and less need to water the site

• Small and large seed can be sown together

STEP 1: Divide 
the planting area 
into two or more 
equal sections 
that will be plant-
ed in sequence. 
This will help achieve an even distribution 
of your seed mix. The greater the number 
of sections, the more even your distribu-
tion will be.

STEP 2: If your mix includes a packet of 
“Legume seed mix & inoculum,” follow the 
instructions on the label.

STEP 3: Com-
bine all of the 
packages of 
seed and mix 
thoroughly.

STEP 4: Divide 
the combined 
seed into equal 
parts in the 
same number 
as the sections 
you used to divide your planting area (e.g., 
four equal sections of land = four equal con-
tainers of seed).

STEP 5: Choose a filler material to be mixed 
with the seed. Sawdust, compost, peat 
moss, sand or par-boiled rice hulls (available 
through prairiemoon.com, or call to order) 
work well. Use four to eight gallons of filler 
per 1,000 square feet. For larger plantings it 
may be practical to use less. Slightly moist-
en the material in a gradual manner, being 
careful not to over-wet it.

STEP 6: Thorough-
ly mix each part of 
the divided seed 
mix with filler ma-
terial.  

STEP 7: Hand broadcast the seed mix. Use 
one part of the seed mix per section of the 
planting area.

SPRING PLANTING
(10 steps) April - June

Seeding at this time of year is optimal for 
establishing warm-season grass mixes with-
out wildflowers or sedges. Spring seeding 
requires sowing large and small seed sepa-
rately, which helps ensure good seed-to-soil 
contact. Weed growth in the first season will 
be greater due to soil cultivation (see step 8).

STEP 1: Divide the planting area into two 
or more equal sections that will be planted 
in sequence. This will help achieve an even 
distribution of your seed mix. The greater 
the number of sections, the more even 
your distribution will be.

DORMANT SEASON
SNOW SOWING
Sowing directly onto snow works well, 
providing the snow surface isn’t frozen 
solid or conditions are windy.



STEP 6: Thoroughly mix each part of the 
large seed mix with slightly moistened filler 
material. 

STEP 7: Thoroughly mix each part of the 
small seed mix with slightly moistened filler 
material. Mix separate from the large seed.

STEP 8: Hand 
broadcast the large 
seed only. Use one 
part of the seed 
mix per section of 
the planting area. 
Rake or drag to in-
corporate the seed 
very shallowly into the soil – only 1/16 to 
1/8 inch deep.

STEP 9: In the same manner, hand broad-
cast the small seed and leave it on the sur-
face. Do not rake or otherwise disturb the soil 
after this step.

STEP 10: Gently pack down the soil. You 
can use your feet, a lawn roller, or a variety 
of equipment. This improves soil moisture 
retention and will result in more successful 
establishment of plants.

STEP 2: If your mix includes a packet of 
“Legume seed mix & inoculum,” follow the 
instructions on the label.

STEP 3: Combine all of the packages la-
beled “Large seed,” keeping the small seed 
separate.

STEP 4: Divide 
both the small and 
the large seed mix-
es into equal parts 
in the same number 
as the sections you 
used to divide your 
planting area (e.g., four equal sections of land 
= four equal containers of seed for each mix).

STEP 5: Choose a filler material to be mixed 
with the seed. Sawdust, compost, peat 
moss, sand or par-boiled rice hulls (available 
through prairiemoon.com, or call to order)
work well. Use four to eight gallons of filler 
per 1,000 square feet. For larger plantings it 
may be practical to use less. Slightly moisten 
the material in a gradual manner, being care-
ful to not over-wet it.

MOWING
Maintenance mowing through the first 
growing season will prevent quick-grow-
ing weeds from excessively shading the 
new native seedlings. Hand-held string 
trimmers are ideal tools for small areas or 
sites that are too steep to mow.

Mow each time weed growth reaches 
8-10 inches. Cut everything to a height of 
4-5 inches. Don’t worry about trimming 
the tops of native seedlings or crushing 
them underfoot. Mow frequently to keep 
cutting debris reduced so that it doesn’t 
smother desirable seedlings.

Stop mowing at the end of the first sea-
son. Remove any weed seed heads but 
don’t be concerned with additional veg-
etative growth. It can help protect native 
plants through winter by providing plant 
litter and catching snow. This helps to in-
sulate the soil, reducing the risk of plant 
loss from frost heaving.

If weeds are thick in the beginning of the 
second season, mow or spot-mow once 
or twice. Raise the cutting height to 6-12 
inches.

MANAGEMENT
Most native plantings, after two or three 
growing seasons, need to be burned an-
nually for the next five or more years to 
become well established. After five years 
divide the area in thirds and burn a differ-
ent section each year, thereby protecting 
over-wintering butterflies and other 
insects. If a planting is not periodically 
burned, a thatch layer can build up over 
the years, causing some native species to 
grow poorly or even to die out complete-
ly. Burning is the single most important 
management practice for native plant-
ings. 

Always use caution and common-sense 
when burning. Follow local fire regulations, 
obtain permits and have plenty of tools and 
help on hand. For more detailed informa-
tion, we recommend the booklet How to 
Manage Small Prairie Fires by Wayne R. 
Pauly. Additional burning information 
is available from the Prairie Enthusiasts, 
www.theprairieenthusiasts.org.

An alternative to burning: If burning is not permitted at 
your site or if you prefer not to use this method, you can 
mow or manually remove thatch in early spring.



  

Berries and Other Food 

Bearing Plants 
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As it begins to ripen about three weeks after Bluecrop, Harvest 

season extends until mid-September. Bush is large and upright with 

medium-sized, good flavor berries. The bush and the berries are 

usually excellent and satisfactory for both hand and mechanical 

picking. 



Northland Blueberry 
 

 

 

 

  

At maturity, it reaches heights of 4 feet with widths of the same. It is 

very productive often yielding over 20 pounds per bush when mature. 

The berries are dark blue and medium sized, and are excellent for 

making jams and baking because of their high sugar content. 



Patriot Blueberry 
 

 

  

The Patriot ranges from 4 to 6 feet in height with a consistent yield ranging from 10 to 20 pounds of fruit. It 

ripens about July 5th in the Grand Junction area producing tight clusters of fruit that is large and firm with 

small, dry recesses scars. 



 

 
  



 

 

  



  



 

  

Is the latest summer bearing raspberry, it begins to ripen mid-July, and 

extends into mid-August. The large fruit grows on top of strong, nearly 

spineless canes, making them easy to pick. The plants do not need to be 

supported by any trellis. Extend your raspberry season with Encore. 

Hardiness Zones 5-8. 



  
The only one of its kind, and available only from Hartmann’s Farms.  A planting of this new, exclusive ever-bearer will 

consistently produce harvests from early summer into late summer and right up to the first frost. These jewels are 

comparable in size to major cultivars, weighing 2 grams each and 1/2-3/4-inch in circumference. They are nice and 

sweet; for consumers who have dietary restrictions, not acidic, perfect for eating fresh and for satisfying a summer-

long fresh raspberry craving. These black raspberries are beautiful, and everbearing makes them even better. The 

challenge of annual pruning can be solved by cutting back the thorny branches to ground level in the fall. New 

branches emerge in the spring. The brand new growth and blossoms will set the stage for harvest to resume in late 

August, lasting without interruption until the first frost. Each pant will yield several pounds of fruit over the season’s 

duration. Zones 3-8. 



  



 

  



  



 

 

  



  

Sana Lingonberry 



 

 

 
  



  



  

The Issai Kiwi originated in Japan and the name is translated into English as “One Year.”  The plants grow vigorously 

and will reach 4 to 6 feet in the first year.  The second season, the strong vines will flower and yield a fair amount of 

fruit.  Issai is the only Kiwi vine that will yield fruit in the first year after planting; hence the meaning of the name. In the 

third season, the plants will yield a very nice crop of sweet and slightly tangy fruits—up to 10 pounds.  The smooth skin 

of the fruit is light green with a green to yellow flesh; tasting will test their ripeness. 

Issai Kiwi 



  

Grapes 



 

 
 

  



 

  



  



  



  



 





  

Fruit Trees 



 

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

 
  



 
  



 

 
  

Golden Russet 
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TART CHERRIES
JUBILEUM®

DANUBE®

MONTMORENCY
BALATON®

FLAT PEACHES
BUENOSTM

TANGOS®

SATURN
GALAXY

TANGOS® II

BUENOSTM II

SUMMER APPLES
YELLOW TRANSPARENT

LODI
PRISTINE™

SCAB RESISTANT

REDFREE
GINGER GOLD®

ZESTAR!®

DANDEE RED
SANSA

PREMIER™ HONEYCRISP

WHITE NECTARINES
JADETM

ARCTIC GLO
ARCTIC SWEET

EMERAUDETM

ZEPHYRTM

ARCTIC JAY

SILVERGEM®

SILVERGLOTM

NECTARINES
EASTERNGLO

SUMMER BEAUT
SUNGLO

FLAVORTOP
REDGOLD

FANTASIA
AMBRETM

HONEY BLAZE
AVALON™

NECTAFEST™

BRIGANTINE™

EARLY GOLDEN
METHLEY

SHIRO
AU ROSA

GREEN GAGE
SANTA ROSA
CASTLETONTM

BLACK AMBER

SATSUMA
VANIER

QUEEN ROSA
FLAVOR QUEEN PLUOT®

DAPPLE DANDY PLUOT®

STANLEY
BLUEBYRD

LONG JOHN

FLAVOR KING PLUOT®

FORTUNE

FLAVORICH PLUOT®

RUBY QUEEN
FLAVOR GRENADE PLUOT®

VICTORY
FRIAR

VISION
PRESIDENT

VALOR

SPRING SATIN PLUMCOT

WICKSON

FLAVOR HEART PLUOT®

NY9®

PLUMS & PLUM HYBRIDS

SUNRISE
RED CLAPP’S

BARTLETT

CRISPIE™

RED BARTLETT
SHINSEIKI

KOSUI
HOSUI

SHINSUI

SECKEL

BLAKE’S PRIDE
POTOMAC

SHENANDOAH
ACTM HARROW SWEET

EUROPEAN PEARS

MAGNESS
BEURRE D’ANJOU

GOLDEN RUSSET® BOSC
NIITAKA

YOINASHITM

ATAGO
SHINKO

OLYMPIC

ASIAN PEARS

ACTM HARROW CRISP

COLD SNAPTM

WHITE PEACHES
SPRING SNOW

SUGAR MAY
MANONTM

SNOWBRITE
JULY ROSETM

SCARLET ROSETM

WHITE LADY
RARITAN ROSE

KLONDIKE WHITE
NJ 252
SUGAR GIANT

BLUSHINGSTAR®

SNOW GIANT
SEPTEMBER SNOW

AUGUST ROSETM

ADY NANCY

ERLY RED FRE

APRICOTS
EARLY BLUSH 

GOLDRICH
ORANGERED®

HARCOT
HARGRANDE

HAROGEM
HARLAYNE

ILONATM 

SUMMIT

BURGUNDYPEARL®

EMPEROR FRANCIS
HARTLANDTM

KRISTIN

ULSTER
EBONYPEARL®

BLACKGOLDTM
RAINIER

BENTON®

HEDELFINGEN
ATTIKA®

STARDUST TM

GOLD
REGINATM

ROYALTONTM

SWEET CHERRIES
BLACKPEARL®

KUMEU CRIMSON® BRAEBURN

ARKANSAS BLACK
GRANNY SMITH

GOLDRUSH
PINK LADY®

AZTEC FUJI®

FALL APPLES SCAB RESISTANT
INITIALTM

SUMMER RAMBO
SUMMER MAC

JONAMAC
FULFORD GALA

BLONDEE®

CRIMSON® GALA

BROOKFIELD® GALA
GALE® GALA

BUCKEYE® GALA

MARSHALL MCINTOSH

HONEYCRISP
PIONEERTM MAC

RUBYMAC®

ULTIMA GALA®

DAYBREAK TM FUJI
CRIMSONCRISP®

CRIMSON® GOLD
ROYAL COURT TM

CORTLAND
AUTUMN CRISP

IMPROVED RED JONATHAN

MACOUN
LIBERTY

GOLDEN DELICIOUS
SUPER CHIEF® RED DELICIOUS
GRIMES GOLDEN

GALARINATM

CROWNTM EMPIRE
ROYAL® EMPIRE

FREEDOM

KEEPSAKE
WILTON’S® RED JONAPRINCE

HAMPSHIRETM MAC

SHIZUKA
IDARED

MELROSE
AUTUMN GALA

JONAGOLD
DE COSTERTM

WOLF RIVER

NORTHERN SPY
LADY

SMOKEHOUSE
NOVA SPY

CAMEOTM

LAW RED ROME
NITTANY

ALBEMARLE PIPPIN
QUERINATM

WINECRISPTM

MUTSU
SUNCRISP®

SNAPPTM STAYMAN
RED YORKING

RED WINESAP
ENTERPRISETM

TAYLOR SPUR ROME

RED CAMEOTM

HONEYCRISP (MINNB42)
FIRESTORMTM

MAIA1

YELLOW PEACHES
RICH MAY

DESIREE®

PF 5D BIG
EARLYSTAR®

SENTRY
GARNET BEAUTY

FLAMIN’ FURY® PF 8 BALL
RELIANCE

GLENGLOTM

STARFIRE®

GALA PEACH

SUMMER SERENADE®

GLOWINGSTAR®

CRESTHAVEN
MESSINA®

REDSKIN
JERSEYQUEEN

PF 27A

PF 28-007
ENCORE

LAUROL
VICTORIA®

AUTUMNSTAR®

SUMMERFEST TM

REDHAVEN

BELLAIRE
PF LUCKY 13
JOHN BOY®

PF 15A
JOHN BOY® II

PF 9A-007

PF 17
CRIMSON ROCKET

SUNHIGH
GLOHAVEN

CORALSTAR®

VETERAN
BOUNTY

ALLSTARTM

CONTENDER

LORING
CANADIAN HARMONY

SWEET-N-UP
PF 23

JULYPRINCE
GLORIA®

MADISON
PF24-007

PF 19-007

FLAVRBURST TM

BLAZINGSTAR®

SALEM

ERNIE’S CHOICE

SELENATM

TIANATM

EVELYNNTM



 
  



 
  



 

 
  

Bartlett Pear 



 

 
  

Clapp’s Favorite Pear 



 

 

 
  



 
  

Redhaven Peach 



 
  



 

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

 
  



 
https://www.orangepippin
trees.co.uk/articles/ fruit-
tree-spacing-guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Fruit Tree Spacing 

• Apples, Tart Cherry, Peach, Nectarine: 12-15 feet 

• Sweet Cherry: 15-18 feet 

• Pear, Plum: 18-20 feet 

Tips for growing fruit trees 

• Trees in our region may require 5 years to establish before starting to produce fruit. 

• Prepare the soil before planting by mixing in compost, fertilizer, or well composted manure. 

• Water well after planting and over the entire first growing season to promote root growth.  

• Fertilize your soil based on soil test recommendations. 

• Fruit trees that are heavy feeders: Honeycrisp, Fuji and Gala apples; Pear and Plum, Peach, Nectarine. 

• Fruit trees that are light feeders: Cortland, Golden Delicious, Gravenstein, and McIntosh Apples; Cherry 
trees; Apricot.  

• Fertilizers are typically applied during the early half of the growing season. Late season fertilizing 
promotes new growth too late in the season to withstand frost.  

http://www.orangepippintrees.co.uk/articles/
http://www.orangepippintrees.co.uk/articles/


  

Conifers and Native 

Trees/Shrubs 



 

  

Northern White 

Cedar 

Latin: Thuja occidentalis 

Zones: Cold hard to 3 – 7  

Mature Height/spread: 75 to 100’ tall by 30 – 50’ wide. Many lateral branches create a moderately dense canopy, 

fast growing. 

Soil/Climate: White Cedar enjoy limestone soils, moist, boggy areas. Northern White-Cedar is tolerant of acidic and 

alkaline soils. Generally, quite adaptable and tolerant once established, full sun. Partial Shade is tolerated but plants 

become thin, open and much less appealing. Does well in cold climates. 

Notes: White Cedar is an evergreen tree with fan-like branches and scaly leaves. Conical shape, dense lumber is 

prized for its resistance to rot. Can be single-or multi-trunked. Has light brown or reddish-brown oblong blunt tip 

cones that are 3/8 – ½” in diameter. White cedar is commercially used for rustic fencing and posts, lumber, poles, 

shingles and in the construction of log cabins. Good for hedges, screens and windbreaks: place seedlings three feet 

apart for a tight hedge. The White Cedar can live up to 800 years old and contains a great deal of Vitamin C in it’s 

foliage.   

Wildlife: often browsed by deer. Cover and nesting for birds. Seeds are eaten by squirrels and birds.   



 

Red Pine 

Latin: Pinus resinosa 

Zones: Cold hard to 2 – 6  

Mature Height/spread: Red Pine is a coniferous evergreen tree characterized by tall, straight growth of 50 – 100 

feet high and 30 feet wide with a trunk diameter of one to three feet. Fast grower for the first 60 – 70 years.  

Soil/Climate: Red pine does well in a variety of soils and climates, native to the Northeastern United States, from 

Pennsylvania to Canada and west into parts of Michigan. This species is intolerant of shade, but does well in windy 

sites; it grows best in well-drained sandy soils. Red Pine is a long-lived tree, reaching a maximum age of about 500 

years.  

Notes: The wood is commercially valuable in forestry for timber and paper pulp, and the tree is also used for 

landscaping. It has sharp-pointed needles, 2 needles per fascicle, needles roughly 5” long. The pollen-bearing male 

flowers arrive in mid-spring (which are red in color) fertilize the immature female buds. Red Pine seeds are egg 

shaped. The bark is orange-red and flaky. Red Pine makes up most of the wooden telephone poles in Michigan.    

Wildlife: seeds eaten by wood duck, turkey, bobwhite, pheasant, pileated, and many other woodpeckers.    



White Pine 

Latin: Pinus strobus 

Zones: Cold hard to 3 – 8  

Mature Height/spread: 75 to 100’ tall by 30 – 50’ wide. Many lateral branches create a moderately dense canopy, 

fast growing. 

Soil/Climate: likes moist, sandy soils, but grows well on a variety of soil types. Will grow in clay soils better than 

most pines. White pines prefer well-drained soil and cool, humid climates, but also grow in boggy areas and rocky 

highlands. In mixed forests, this dominate tree towers over all others.  

Notes: needles are in fascicles (bundles) of five with a deciduous sheath. They are flexible, bluish-green, finely 

serrated, and 2-5 inches long. Mature trees can easily be 200 to 250 years old. Some white pines live over 400 

years. Pines resin has had several uses including to waterproof baskets, pails and boats and the sap can be 

processed to make turpentine. Fast growth rate with more than 24” per year.  

Wildlife: seeds eaten by squirrels, wood duck, bobwhite, pheasant, and many varieties of woodpeckers. The seed 

and needles are eaten by spruce grouse and turkey.  



  

White Spruce 

Latin: Picea glauca 

Zones: Cold hard to 2 – 7  

Mature Height/spread: 75 feet high. 10 – 20 feet spread medium growth rate. 

Soil/Climate: Large trees transplant easily, best in well-drained sandy soils, prefers acidic soils and cooler climates, 

like full sun.   

Notes: Often used for windbreaks and lumber. White spruce has a narrow conical form. Branches are held 

horizontally, dense when young, becoming looser and open with age. Uses are for Christmas trees, hedge, 

windbreak and screen. White spruce is the northernmost tree species in North America.   

Wildlife: winter shelter for wildlife. Squirrels will eat the buds. Spruce grouse eat the needles. The seed is eaten by a 

variety of woodpeckers, pheasant, and many other varieties of birds. Porcupines and black bear enjoy the bark.   



  

Tamarack 

(E. Larch) 

Latin: Larix laricina 

Zones: Cold hard to 2 – 5  

Mature Height/spread: 40 – 80 feet high, 15 – 30 feet spread in ideal conditions.  

Soil/Climate: grows in most soils including clay and limestone. Does best in moist, but well drained soils. Shade 

tolerant. Tamaracks are very cold tolerant. 

Notes: Larch is a deciduous evergreen. Fast grower. The wood is used principally for pulpwood, but also for posts, 

poles, rough lumber, and firewood. It is also grown as an ornamental tree in gardens in cold regions, and is a 

favorite tree for bonsai. Needles turn yellow before dropping.    

Wildlife: grouse will eat the buds, seeds, and Larch is also used as cover for larger mammals such as deer.    



 

 



 

 

 

  



  



 

  



 

  

Redosier Dogwood 



 

  



 

 




